| am excited to share with you the wonderful world of Kindergarten and give you a preview of some
of the exciting things this year holds for you and your child. Here is our agenda for this evening:

Introductions
Daily Schedule
Classroom Webpage
Class Helper/Sharing Bag
Birthdays
Book Reports
Star-of-the-Week
Word-of-the-Week
Duke/Daisy
Holiday Parties
Stability Ball Chairs
Stoplight Behavior Plan
Yellow Tickets
Character Counts Bulletin Board
Parent-Teacher Conferences
Title One Reading
Volunteer Program
The Giving Tree
Miscellaneous Reminders
Beginning of School Story

**Just a reminder that there is no school for Kindergarten on Friday, August 29th.







8:20 - 8:45
8:45-9:30
9:30-9:55
9:55-10:10
10:15 - 10:45
10:30-11:00
10:45-11:05
11:10-11:45
11:45-12:00
12:00-12:15
12:20-12:45
12:20-12:45
12:50-1:30
12:50-1:15
1:30- 2:00
1:35-2:00
1:30- 2:00
2:00-2:15
2:25-2:55

2:55-3:10
3:10- 3:15

A Day in the Life of a Central Lyon Kindergartner

in Mrs. Boekhout’s Classroom (2014 — 2015)
Calendar Activities
Reading
Reading Stations: Title One Reading support (M-Th)
Recess
Math
Library with Mrs. Schrick on Tuesday
Science, Social Studies, or Health
Lunch
Handwriting
Recess
Rest time...M-Th
Technology on Friday
Centers...M-Th
Movie on Friday
Freeplay
Guidance with Mrs. Van Bemmel (15t quarter - every other Thursday)
TAG with Mr. VanBerkum (2"9 semester — small group only) on Tuesday/Thursday
Recess
Special..... Art with Mrs. Hoppe
Music with Miss Flatebo
P.E. with Coach Lorenzen
Milk and Snack
Dismissal



The children in my class will rotate turns being our Class Helper for the
day. | believe this is a great opportunity to tfeach them how to be a
leader in school and in life. These are some of the responsibilities they will
be given:

Calendar Leader

*lead us through our activities

Volunteer Greeter

*make our volunteer feel welcome

Rest fime DJ

*choose music

Rest time Electrician
*turn off/on the lights

Freeplay Clean-up Inspector

*make sure room and toys are tidy

You will know when it's your child's turn to be our Class Helper when they
bring home the Sharing Bag the night before. Be sure and ask them all
about their day of leadership!




Sharing Bag

¥ Each day I will select a student to take
home our Kindergarten Sharing Bag.
When your child brings home the bag,
"e/she needs to put an object in it that
can be shared with the class the
fol'owing day (Kind of like show and tell).
During circle time each day, the class will
asi< your child yes or no questions and
try to "quess” what's inside the bag.
Then your child will share it with us and
teil us why ha/she chose that SUTprise,

If you have any questions: please feel
free to call me at schoel
or at horme




Hip! Hip! Hooray!
1t's almost your Birthday!
e will be celebrating your birthday

here at SChool oh
. If you would
like to bring a special
Shack, please bring




Dear Parentg,

I am excited to tell you that my class will be participating in the
Reading Rodeo program sponsored by Pizza Ranch. This is an
incentive based program that motivates children to read. The goal
for Kindergarten is for each student to complete one book report
each month. While reading the book of your choice to your child,
please remember to ask them lots of questions and keep them
involved in the story. Then I would like each child to write ag
much of the report as possible, draw the picture with a pencil and
color it. Encourage your child to add lots of details to their picture
and practice retelling the story to you. After your child shares I
their book report with the clags each month, they will receive a
free mini-pizza coupon. Thank you for reading with your child.

Mre. Boekhout







It's rime for your child ta be our Srar of the Week.
Please fill our the enclosed paper wirh your child
and rerurn ir along with 5-10 phorographs your
child would like to display on our bulletin board.
The pictures can be of your child, family, friends,
or anything your child would like to rell his/her
classmares abour. Your child may also bring a
favorire roy, book, or collecrion to show our class.

Also, if anyone in your family would like ro come

and read a stary during yvour child's week of

"stardom”, please canracr me ro ser up a rime
(5-10 minures). | know rhis will be a very special

week for them. Thanks for your help.

Mrs. Boekhout



My name is

[am years old. 1 like the color

[ have sisters and brothers.

My favorite animal is a

My favorite place is

[ really want to learn

When I grow up, I want to be a

The best thing about me is




[aar Poyenits,
| woulkd lEa 1o niroduce somesnsa new 1o our

room this yem, Hs name s Duke and he is a farder Codie
He s god at herding sheep and lowes children,

Hie sl b froneeding borrie wih yiour son for 2
hights, | con ozaee you fhat he s fuly houseained ond very
lee rruainbararnsa

Whikes b Is iSiNG Your home, pladss wille G S
Feabe i e Diory GRout M odveniuees. Koo I veny srmplks
and encourage your chidd 1o wse thek imoginafion with
ratellirg events while you write what they say. An sampie
rright b, “Duke rode the ous homs with me, He ate a dica
aif pilreey with L for supresr, He snores when he seens | ke
Druioer,” Your chidd meny fen sign ther norne of the end. We
will read afl Glouf Fes outing an e morirg he setums

Please mmember 1o anly keap Duke for 2 nighfs

Eacty child iswary arwous for ther fum! B he goss hiorme on
Friday, fhough, please retum him on Manday

He raecs o be etumead inskde e comoufioge
bockpock, olorg with his Dicry and the 2 chilkdren's bocks
ool eloags.  Her ko Bstening 1o siones bedane e goas 1o
shaapl

If 2 gets hameasick |or you hove any guastions],
please feal fiee fo contact me. Thanks for having Duke i =
your b, Please iaat him ke amily cnd toke gﬁucl?:(
af hirm

Wonmest fegornds,
IS, Boekhoat




[aar Poyenits,
| would lEa fo niroduce somesns new 1o our

room fhis yem,  Her name s Cotsy ond she s o Maltese, She
gefs clong well with other dogs and loves chiidran,

S will be topesling harmes wiih youn doughter o
£ nicihfs, | can ossuee WO Tt she @ Tully housesmiinesd and
Wy o mcinienancs

Whike b 5 vigfireg your harrss, pleass wike o
Shof e in Pear Diany Gtaoul ber acveniunes, Beep b vy
simple and encourage yow child fo use thelr Imagination
with retaling s«ents whike you wiite what they say, An
example mght b=, Doy iode e bus home with me. She
ats a shee of plrea wilh us for supper. She snanss when she
sleems | ke Dol Your child rrcny e sigr fese nomme of
fhiend. We will iecd all abosat har cuting o e |f|;_:rning
she rslums.

Please ramsinber 1o only keap Dalsy for 2 nighls
Eoch child s very arsious for ther fumil # she goss home on
Frickosy, thoascih, please ehum her on Moncoy,

are neecd 10 D etumed Inskie he pank ped
catties, Sloeg with Hes Diony, the 2 chikirer's Bocks ahaul
cliags. arvd hexr pink leshe Bhe lowes Bstaning 1o shoias el
she goes to sdeap!

If she gats homesck (or you hove any quash:n?-'
please feal fiee o contact e, Thanks for hawirg Dalsy Ing
wour home. Please feat her ke family and toke good gfie
ait her )

Wioanreest Resgoancs,
Wes, Boekhouf




Holiday Parties:

homemade storybook costumes

-- Christmas
-- Valentine’s Day
*PTC will send out information in Sept. for parents to

volunteer/donate for these parties. You will be contacted by the
Room Mother of each party when you are needed.




Stability Ball Chairs

www.wittfitt.com




YELLOW




YELLOW TICKETS

A child may receive a yellow ticket for
misbehavior outside of the classroom.
For example, the bathroom,
lunchroom, hallway, recess, etc.
Occasional exceptions for receiving a
yellow ticket in the classroom would
involve a significant misbehavior.
Students may receive yellow tickets
from any staff member. For each
yellow ticket received the child stands
in a supervised area for 5 minutes on
the playground. In the event a child is
consistently receiving yellow tickets,
the child’s parents will be notified by
the classroom teacher. My students
also record their yellow tickets
received in their Calendar binder,
which goes home at the end of each
month.
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Parent-Teacher Conferences

*10-minute Kindergarten Conferences

The purpose of these conferences is to review the first few weeks of school, share testing
results, and continue communication between school and home.

-- Thursday, September 18t from 4:00 — 7:00
-- Please sign-up for a time before you leave tonight.

*15-minute Parent-Teacher Conferences

The purpose of these conferences is to review 15t and 3™ quarter report cards, testing, and
continue communication between school and home.

-- Monday, October 27t and Thursday, October 30" from 5:30 — 8:30
-- Monday, March 16t and Thursday, March 19t from 5:30 — 8:30
-- We schedule and coordinate dates and times for all siblings PS - 8.




Title One Reading

Title | is a federally funded supplemental program that Central Lyon offers to help children gain the
confidence they need to succeed in the classroom. This program serves as an early intervention
hoping that our numbers and needs will decrease in the upper grades. Because Central Lyon
School also provides funding for these teachers, permission is not needed for them to work with
your Kindergarten student.

Kindergarten students will be identified in the Fall based on a teacher’s checklist of alphabet letters
and sounds, ELI testing, and teacher observation of classroom work. After these items are
compiled, classroom teachers and Title | teachers will conference to discuss results and determine
which eligible students will receive support. Students who are “eligible” may vary throughout the
year based on needs and continued assessment. These children will receive support mainly in our
Kindergarten classroom, with one of the Title One teachers coming into assist the classroom
teacher daily in small groups. There may also be times when your child is asked to work in a small
group in the Title One classroom. This collaborative approach to teaching pre-reading skills will

begin near the end of September. =
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"Why Can't | Skip My Twenty Minutes of Reading Tonight?"

Let's figure it out---mathematically!

Student A reads 20 minutes five nights of every week;
Student B reads only 4 minutes a night...or not at all!

Step 1: Multiply minutes a night x 5 times each week:
Student A reads 20 min. x 5 nights = 100 minutes/week
Student B reads 4 min. x 5 nights = 20 minutes/week

Step 2: Multiply minutes a week x 4 weeks each month:
Student A reads 400 minutes a month.
Student B reads 80 minutes a month.

Step 3: Multiply minutes a month x 9 months/school year:
Student A reads 3600 minutes in a school year.
Student B reads 720 minutes in a school year.

Student A practices reading the equivalent of 10 whole school days in a year.
Student B gets the equivalent of only 2 school days of reading practice.

By the end of 6th grade if Student A and Student B maintain the same reading habits:
Student A will have read the equivalent of 60 whole school days.
Student B will have read the equivalent of only 12 school days.

Some questions to ponder:

Which student would you expect to read better?
Which student would you expect to know more?
Which student would you expect to write better?
Which student would you expect to have better vocabulary?
Which student would you expect to be more successful in school?

Source: U.S. Department of Education, America Read Challenge. (1999). "Start Early, Finish Strong: How to Help Every Child Become a Reader." Washington, DC.




Kindergarten Volunteer Program

**] have Centerg on Monday - Thurgeday from 12:45 - 1:30.

Fleage list your name below if you or any of your relatives are interested in volunteering.
I will contact you by email with available dates.

The volunteer calendars will be posted on my webpage. If you are
unable to keep an assigned date, please review the calendars and
see about possibly switching with someone else. Let me know of
any switches though, so | can coordinate my rotations accordingly.
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The Giving Tree

Thig i our clagsroom Giving Tree. Whenever we need
iteme for activitiee in our ¢lageroom, [ will write requests
on the tree. If you choose, you may take an apple off the
tree and eend the requested item with your child to
school Twill try to plan ahead and aleo write the date
the item ig needed to allow you plenty of time to
purchaege it. If there i no date, you may return the item
at your earliest convenience. When your child brings
the item to echool, he/she will get to putan apple in our
bagket at the bottom of the tree stating their name and
the gift they gave. Much like the gtory, “The Giving
Tree” by Shel Silverstein, | believe thig is an excellent
way for the children to experience the joys of giving. |
would like to see thigidea replace the teacher gifts that
are sometimes given at holidays. Thie ig¢a much more
beneficial way for parente to give to benefit the entire
clase (and teacher) throughout the year. [ will update
the tree ag often as needed, but most certainly during
Parent/Teacher conferences. Thank you in advance for
your kindnegs and generosity!
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Thoughts at the Bottom of the Beanstalk

Once upon a time there was a little boy named Jack who was about to climb his very first beanstalk. He had a fresh haircut and a
brand new backpack. Even though his friends in the neighborhood had climbed this same beanstalk almost everyday last year, this
was Jack’s first day and he was a little nervous. So was his mother. Early in the morning she brought him to the foot of the
beanstalk. She talked encouragingly to Jack about all the fun he would have that day and how nice his giant would be. She
reassured him that she would be back to pick him up at the end of the day.

For a moment they stood together, silently holding hands, gazing up at the beanstalk. To Jack it seemed much bigger than it had
when his mother had pointed it out on the way to the store last week. His mother thought it looked big, too. She swallowed.
Maybe she should have held Jack out a year....

Jack’s mother straightened his shirt one last time, patted his shoulder and smiled down at him. She promised to stay and wave
while he started climbing. Jack didn’t say a word. He walked forward, grabbed a low-growing stem and slowly pulled himself up to
the first leaf. He balanced there for a moment and then climbed more eagerly to the second leaf, then to the third and soon he
vanished into a high tangle of leaves and stems with never a backward glance at his mother.

She stood alone at the bottom of the beanstalk, gazing up at the spot where Jack had disappeared. There was no rustle, no
movement, no sound to indicate that he was anywhere inside. “Sometimes,” she thought, “it’s harder to be the one who waves
good-bye than it is to be the one who climbs the beanstalk.” She wondered how Jack would do. Would he miss her? How would
he behave? Did his giant understand that little boys sometimes acted silly when they felt unsure? She fought the urge to spring
up the stalk after Jack and maybe duck behind a bean to take a peek at how he was doing. “I'd better not. What if he saw me?”

She knew Jack was really old enough to handle this on his own. She reminded herself that, after all this was thought to be an
excellent beanstalk and that everyone said his giant was not only kind but had outstanding qualifications. “It’s not so much that
I’'m worried about him,” she thought, rubbing the back of her neck. “It’s just that he’s growing up and I’'m going to miss him.”

Jack’s mother turned to leave. “Jack’s going to have lots of bigger beanstalks to climb in his life,” she told herself. “Today’s the day
he starts practicing for them...and today’s the day | start practicing something too: cheering him on and waving good-bye.”

-author unknown




