6th, 7th & 8th Grade Science 

Syllabus (Procedures and Routines)

(8-18-08)
A. Notebooks

You will need to have a notebook for this class.  Notes will be taken and labeled for all notes, lectures, labs, quizzes and other notebook assignments.  Procedures for completing the notebook will be practiced in class to ensure the notebook is done correctly.

     B.  Daily Pre-Class Routine

You will have an assignment as soon as you get into the classroom.  The agenda will be on the SMART Board in the front of the room.  This assignment could be a quiz, reading activity, lab, or as simple as writing down the daily assignment.  All students are to sit in their assigned seats and should get to work immediately.
B. Daily Quizzes

There are quizzes which go along with most of the reading assignments.  Your notes can be used on the quizzes if they were taken in or out of class.  The daily quizzes add up very quickly, and they are worth 4-12 points.   Quizzes will be done using the SENTEO keypad system using the SMART Board.  Everyone will need a User ID which will be given to each of you.  The rest of the quiz procedures will be given when time allows.
C. Tests

The test will be made up of multiple choice, true/false, matching, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions.  Each test will be worth 50-100 points.  Tests will be given after every chapter or every other chapter.  More instruction will be given later on testing procedures.  Practical and lab test will happen every once in a while too.
D. Lab Procedures

Labs are learning tools most students enjoy the most.  Following procedures in a lab setting is a must.  Student safety is closely watched.  Listening to instructions is something needed in every learning situation, but especially in a lab setting.  Individual and group lab reports are necessary to ensure every student completed what was intended during the lab.  Each lab is different in nature, so different procedures must be followed to ensure safety and learning.  
E. Extra Credit

You will be able to earn up to 20 points of outside class extra credit per quarter.  Extra credit could include articles from a newspaper or magazine which deals with the topic we are covering.  These articles need to have a complete paragraph summarizing the information in the article.  Other extra credit options will be given on quizzes, tests, and review activities.
F. Grading

All assignments will have a certain number of points each are worth.  I do not weight different assignments.  We will have anywhere between 700-1000 points per quarter.  Each assignment will have a certain number of points that will be part of the total.  To get the percentage and grade at the end of the quarter, I will take the total points a student earns and divide that number by the total points possible to get a percentage.  The percentage will be represented by a letter grade according to the following scale.

A+
100-99
B+
90-89

C+
81-80

D+
72-71

A
98-93

B
88-84

C
79-75

D
70-66
A- 
92-91

B-
83-82

C-
74-73

D-
65-64











F
63-0
G. Make-Up & Late Work

If you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the assignments off the table in the back of my room.  There will be a daily agenda and any papers a student missed while he or she was gone.  Three school days will be given to students to get make-up work done, unless it is an extended absence.  Any work not completed on time will be treated as late work.  Work is late if it is not completed when it is time to turn it in.  Late work will mean a Pride Check.  Pride Checks, which are given because of late work, will double each time a student has late work during a given week.  Example:  If a student does not have his or her work completed on Monday, he or she will be given a Pride Check.  If the same student does not have his or her assignment completed on Tuesday, he or she will be given two more pride checks and so on.  

H. Bell System
The school bell system is NOT for the students, it is for the teachers.  The bell is an indication letting the teachers know when the class can be dismissed or when all students should be in their seats working.

* Other procedures and routines will come about during the school year.  Each new procedure will be taught and practiced so students can make it a routine for my class.

